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Lilies

from abroad, some from China and Japan,
others from the Continent, but a good many
of the lilies which are most valuable in
* our gardens axe now grown in British
nurseries. Lilies are natives of waste
places all over the northern hemisphere.
They thrive generally in regions where
there is plenty of moisture in the air,
mountainous districts, or in .river valleys

LIL1UM
GIGANTEU*

GROWS WELL IN THE
WILD GARDEN

the bulbs. Where lilies are to be culti-
vated, the soil should be deeply dug, so
that it is well drained, and if leaf-mould
cannot be obtained, some very old, well-
rotted manure may be dug into light soil.
When planting, each bulb should be sur-
rounded with a little sharp sand, about
Jin. thick under and over; to keep off
slugs and excessive wet, and ward off
disease.

Hardy lilies are planted either in
autumn or spring.

In the case of swamp lilies, it should be
remembered that in native surroundings
they grow on the banks of small streams
or on the edges of lakes and ponds, but
that only the roots penetrate directly down
into the wet mud. Lily specialists there-
for advise that in swamp gardens these
lilies can be grown best by planting them
on an inverted flower-pot under 4-5 in.
of soil, and surrounding with gritty sand.

A deep, rich, moist soil with a background of

trees and partial shade are the best conditions

for the giant lilies.

or near the great oceans. Since the
ambition of the gardener is, as nearly as
possible, to reproduce the natural condi-
tions for each kind of plant, it is as well
for him to remember these facts, for they
will remind him that lilies do not like
too rich food, but that they do appreciate
moisture in the atmosphere. The majority
of lilies do not like lime in the soil,
although some of them will tolerate it.
They like leaves, but with the exception
of a few cases, they dislike bog peat,
because of its acidity.

It is a mistake to enrich soil for lily
culture with fresh animal manure, as this
is inclined to breed fungoid diseases as
well as to introduce pests which may ruin

LILIES. DIVIDING CLUMP
FOR TRANSPLANTING

Madonna    Lilies    occasionally   need   lifting.
Select the best bulbs for replanting.

With regard to the depth at which to plant
lily bulbs, this varies according to whether
they are stem-rooting or whether they only
grow basal roots. Those that grow stem
roots need to be planted a little deeper,
that is fully 6 in. below the surface soil,
while the others need only be about 4 in.
deep. It is also important to draw
a little soil round the stems of the plants
as they grow, for the roots tend to gro*
above the surface level.